Into the dangerous world: an in vivo study of information processing in agoraphobics.
The differential processing of threatening information in anxious patients is now well established, but there has been little attention to situational variation in information processing. A review of the experimental literature suggests that agoraphobics should show interference in the performance of the modified Stroop task for threat words and that this interference should increase in phobic situations. In the present study, agoraphobics and normal controls carried out the Stroop task either in a safe setting or a public place. Agoraphobics showed greater interference with threat words but this interference was not affected by setting. The implications of this result are considered.